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Broadband Advisory Council 
Regular Meeting
September 18, 2019

TIME AND PLACE: The Broadband Advisory Council met September 18, 2019 at the Virginia Capital Building (1000 Bank St Richmond, VA 23218). 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Delegate Kathy Byron (Chair)
      Senator Frank Ruff (Vice Chair)
      Senator Ryan McDougle
      Senator Glen Sturtevant
      Delegate James Leftwich
      Delegate Emily Brewer
      Delegate Paul Krizek
      Secretary Bettina Ring 
      Ray LaMura
      Duront Walton
      Rosemary Wilson
      James Carr
      Kristie Hemlick Proctor     
			     
STAFF PRESENT:  Chuck Kirby
			Caroline Luxhoj
			Jeff Sharp 
		 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
With 13 members of the council physically present, a quorum was established. 		   

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting was called to order at 12:30 PM.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
The Council approved the minutes from both the 10-23-18 meeting and the 5-22-19 meeting. 

LANCASTER COUNTY – BROADBAND PROGRESS: BARRIERS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
Cassie Thompson (Chair, Lancaster Broadband Authority) and Gary Silverman (At-Large Member, Lancaster Broadband Authority) presented on Lancaster County’s efforts to expand broadband and challenges that rural communities face in regards to broadband. For a copy of this update, please contact Caroline Luxhoj (caroline.luxhoj@cit.org). 

RAILROAD CROSSINGS AND BROADBAND
Jeff Sharp (Senior Attorney, DLS) presented on laws in other states regarding railroad crossings. For a copy of this presentation, please contact Caroline Luxhoj (caroline.luxhoj@cit.org). 
· David Lipscomb (Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative) spoke and said that railroad crossing fees have made some expansion plans cost prohibitive. 

VATI AND GO VIRGINIA UPDATE
Courtney Dozier (Deputy Broadband Advisor; Chief Deputy, DHCD) updated the council on VATI grants to date and the recent application window as well as GO Virginia’s broadband opportunities. For a copy of this presentation, please contact Caroline Luxhoj (caroline.luxhoj@cit.org).

VIRGINIA BROADBAND UPDATE
Evan Feinman (Commonwealth Broadband Chief Advisor; Executive Director, Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission) spoke to the council regarding Virginia’s progress in meeting Governor Northam’s broadband vision. Feinman said that the broadband team is focusing its efforts in three areas: grant funding, policy, and local planning support. He said that Virginia is on track to meet the governor’s 10 year goal. Feinman said the next Commonwealth Connect report will be released in December. 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
· Delegate Byron said that the next BAC meeting will likely be after the legislative session and he hopes to hear from others who are deploying broadband. 

ADJOURN
The council adjourned at 2:20pm. 



 

