UNAPPROVED

Broadband Advisory Council 
Regular Meeting
January 3, 2020

TIME AND PLACE: The Broadband Advisory Council met January 3, 2020 at the Virginia Capital Building (1000 Bank St Richmond, VA 23218). 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Delegate Kathy Byron (Chair)
      Senator Frank Ruff (Vice Chair) (via phone)
      Senator Ryan McDougle
      Delegate Emily Brewer
      Delegate Paul Krizek
      Ray LaMura
      Rosemary Wilson
      James Carr
      Kristie Helmick Proctor 
                  Evan Feinman – representing Secretary Brian Ball
      Brad Copenhaver – representing Secretary Bettina Ring    
			     
STAFF PRESENT:  Chuck Kirby
			Caroline Luxhoj
			Jeff Sharp 
		 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
With 10 members of the council physically present, a quorum was established. 		   

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting was called to order at 12:10 PM.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
The Council approved the minutes from the 9-18-19 meeting.  

5G FUND FOR RURAL AMERICA 
Evan Swarztrauber, Policy Advisor, FCC, briefed the council on the FCC’s 5G Fund – a $9 billion opportunity available to rural America. Swarztrauber said that the Notice of Proposed Rule Making will be released within the next month or two and will provide more details about the opportunity. Swarztrauber said that the funds will be administered to carriers and the receipt of Connect America Funding will not preclude an area from receiving support. The awards will have a 10-year timeframe. 

COMMONWEALTH CONNECT: YEAR END BROADBAND REVIEW
Evan Feinman (Commonwealth Broadband Chief Advisor; Executive Director, Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission) presented on the progress made thus far towards the Governor’s broadband goal. For a copy of this presentation, please contact Caroline Luxhoj (caroline.luxhoj@cit.org). 

VATI UPDATE
Tamarah Holmes (Director, Office of Broadband, DHCD) presented on VATI awards and progress to date. For a copy of this presentation, please contact Caroline Luxhoj (caroline.luxhoj@cit.org).

BROADBAND ITEMS FROM THE GOVERNOR’S BUDGET AND BROADBAND BILLS DISCUSSION 
Evan Feinman (Commonwealth Broadband Chief Advisor; Executive Director, Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission) spoke to the council regarding the Governor’s budget and the allocation to VATI of $35 million each year. Feinman also said that the only broadband-related legislative issue introduced at the time was a bill to improve the treatment of prescriptive easements. 

RAILROAD CROSSING UPDATE
Delegate Byron said that at this time there is no update regarding railroad crossing barriers.  

COUNCIL DISCUSSION
· The Council talked about programs offered by providers to low-income customers to help with affordability issues and the need to spread more awareness about these programs. 
· Jimmy Carr made a motion that the Council formally support funding for the VATI program, all agreed, therefore the Broadband Advisory Council formally adopts a policy recommendation in which Commonwealth of Virginia broadband funding be provided primarily to the VATI Program at a minimum of $35 million annually.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ADJOURN
The council adjourned at 1:30pm. 



 

